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about the Scherzos...

Op. 20

"The Trio [...] performed by Chopin made an indescribable impression."

Wilhelm von Lenz, Uebersichtliche Beurtheilung der Pianoforte~Kompositionen von Chopin [...], "Neue Berliner Musikzeitung" 11 September 1872,

Op. 31

on the opening motif

"‘This should be a question’— Chopin taught, and it was never question enough for him, never
played ‘piano’ enough, never sufficiently falling away (‘tombé’), as he said, never ‘important’ enough.
‘This must be a charnel house’— he once said [...]. He was also heard to say that

‘this is the key to the whole composition’.

He was equally demanding as to the simple, quaver accompaniment to the cantiléne and the cantiléne itself.
‘One should imagine [...] the Italian canto and not the French vaudeville’ — he once declared mockingly."

Wilhelm von Lenz, Uebersichtliche...

Op. 39

‘I send you Préludes [...]. In a few weeks you shall receive a Ballade, Polonaises and a Scherzo."
From a letter by F. Chopin to Julian Fontana in Paris, Valldemosa 22 January 1839.
"Since you, dearest Sir, wish to assume this burden and become my publisher, | must forewarn you

that the following manuscripts still remain at your disposal: 1-o a Ballade [...] 2—o two Polonaises |[...]
3-o0 the Third Scherzo [...]. If you wish, all this will start flooding you every month, until the return of the author |[...]."

From a letter by F. Chopin to Camille Pleyel in Paris, Validemosa 22 January 1839.

"Do not mention the Scherzo to anyone. | do not know when | shall fifiish it, since | am still weak

and unable to write."

From a letter by F. Chopin to Julian Fontana in Paris, Marseilles 17 March 1839.

“The Scherzo in C# minor is dedicated to Gutmann, and the chord in the bass is probably conceived for his hand,
that of a fencing master. This chord cannot be spanned by any left hand (d#, ft, b, d4, ft [...] bar 6) [...]."

Wilhelm von Lenz, Die grossen Pianoforte-Virtuosen unserer Zeit, Berlin 1872.

Op. 54

"I, the undersigned, residing in Paris in 34 St. Lazare Street, confirm that | sold to Messrs. Breitkopf and Hértel
in Leipzig the rights to the below listed my compositions, namely:
[...] Op. 54, the Fourth Scherzo.
I declare that | ceded the rights to the above mentioned gentlemen without any reservation or restriction,
for ever and for all countries with the exception of France and England, and confirm that | received
the arranged fee for which a separate receipt has been given.
F. Chopin."

From a letter by F. Chopin to the Breitkopf and Hartel firm in Leipzig, Paris 16 December 1843.



o Scherzach...

op. 20

. Trio [...] w wykonaniu Chopina robito nieopisane wrazenie.”

Wilhelm von Lenz, Uebersichtliche Beurtheilung der Pianoforte-Kompositionen von Chopin [...], ,Neue Berliner Musikzeitung” 11 IX 1872

op. 31

o motywie poczgtkowym

,«Topowinno by¢ pytanie»— uczyt Chopin i nigdy nie byfo dla niego w tym dos¢ pytania, nigdy
mu nie grano dos$c¢ piano, nigdy dosc zanikajgco (‘tombé’) — jak moéwit, nigdy dosc znaczaco (‘important).
«Towinienby¢ dom umartych» —rzekt pewnego razu [...]. Styszano tez, jak mowit :

«to jest klucz do catego utworu».

Réwnie wymagajgcy byt co do prostego, dsemkowego akompaniamentu kantyleny i co do samej kantyleny.
«Nalezy wyobrazac sobie [...] Spiew wiloski, a nie wodewil francuski» — rzekt raz kpigco.”

Wilhelm von Lenz, Uebersichtliche ...

op. 39

,Posytam ci Preludie. [...] Za pare tygodni dostaniesz Ballade, Polonezy i Scherzo.”

Z listu F. Chopina do Juliana Fontany w Paryzu, Valldemosa 22 | 1839.

»Skoro juz Pan, Najdrozszy, chciat wzig¢ na siebie te pariszczyzne i zosta¢ moim wydawcg, musze Pana
uprzedzié, Zesgjeszcze do parnskiejdyspozycji manuskrypty: 1-o Ballada [...]

2-0 dwa Polonezy [...] 3-o Trzecie Scherzo [...]. Jesli Pan chce, zacznie sig to wszystko co miesigc sypac¢ Panu
na gtowe, az do powrotu autora [...].”

Z listu F. Chopina do Kamila Pleyela w Paryzu, Valldemosa 22 | 1839.

,O Scherzu ani méwic¢ z nikim. Nie wiem, kiedy go skoricze, bom jeszcze staby i nie do pisania.”

Z listu F. Chopina do Juliana Fontany w Paryzu, Marsylia 17 11l 1839.

»Scherzo cis—moll jest dedykowane Gutmannowi, a akord w basie pomyslany prawdopodobnie dla jego reki,
reki fechmistrza. Tego akordu nie moze objac Zzadna lewa reka (dis, fis, h, dis, fis [...] szosty takt) [...].”

Wilhelm von Lenz, Die grossen Pianoforte-Virtuosen unserer Zeit, Berlin 1872.

op. 54

~Ja, nizej podpisany, zamieszkaty w Paryzu przy ul. St. Lazare nr 34, potwierdzam, ze sprzedatem Panom
Breitkopfowi i Hartlowi w Lipsku prawo wiasnosci nizej wymienionych utworéw mojej kompozycji, a mianowicie:
[...] Op. 54. Czwarte Scherzo.
Oswiadczam, Zze odstgpitem prawo wlasnosci wymienionym Panom bez Zadnego zastrzeZenia ani ograniczenia,
po wszystkie czasy i na wszystkie kraje z wyjatkiem Francji i Anglii, i potwierdzam odbidor umdéwionych honorariéw,
na ktdre zostato wystawione osobne pokwitowanie.
F. Chopin.”

Z Iistu F Chopina do firmy Breitkopf | Hartel w Lipsku, Paryz 16 Xl 1843.
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* Wariant mogacy pochodzié od Chopina:

A variant, possibly by Chopin:
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Wariant rytmiczny dla obu rak:
Variant rhythm for both hands:
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Zrodtowy i
Variant rhythm for both hands. Vide Source and Performance Commentaries to bars 31, 47 and analog.

* Wariant rytmiczny dla obu rak. Patrz K
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** W zrédtach brak B, (skala fortepianu Chopina siggata tylko do C;). Por. t. 491.
The sources do not have Bb, (Chopin’s piano only went down to Cy). Cf. bar 491.
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* Autentyczna, by¢ moze wczesniejsza wersja, ktorg mozna traktowaé jako wariant:

Authentic, possibly earlier version, which can be treated as a variant:

58



59

# %

*** Wariant niepewnej autentycznosci:
Variant of uncertain authenticity:
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The original version (at that time the compass of Chopin’s piano reached only to f4):

* Wersja oryginalna (skala fortepianu Chopina siggata w tym czasie tylko do f*):
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y do t. 31, 47 i analog.

yi

Variant rhythms for both hands. Vide Source and Performance Commentaries to bars 31, 47 and analog.

62
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Fingering - vide Performance Commentary to bars 167-168 and analog.
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Vide Performance and Source Commentaries to bars 162, 194 and analog.
* Palcowanie - patrz Komentarz wykonawczy do t. 167-168 i analog
Fingering - vide Performance Commentary to bars 167-168 and analog.

* Patrz K
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